
        OCTOBER, 2021  

    FALL NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parishioners, 

The autumn season is now in full swing as the weather cools and our children are 
settling in at school.  This year, we have a lot to look forward to as we pour our 
energies and efforts into our Encounter faith formation program.  We need you 
now more than ever as we seek to experience our faith and fellowship in Christ as 
much as we learn it.   

Yet, as we look forward, it is good to look back as we gain a common under-
standing of where we are financially, in our prayer life, and in our generous of-
fering of our time.  Doing so will help us together set goals and priorities.  I look 
forward to presenting more on these with you and discussing them with you.   

First of all, I wish to offer a word of thanks to all who have taken an hour of Eu-
charistic Adoration on Thursdays.  This prayer has grown over the past year and 
it is heartening to know that we are a praying Church before our Lord.  If you 
have not signed up for an hour, try coming consistently without signing up and 
see what the Lord does for you. 

Thanks also to those who have taken part in our liturgical ministries.  It all begins 
from the altar of Christ, and you help make our worship experience one that is 
filled with life and joy.  These have been challenging times, but we never stop 
coming to receive His holy Word and His body and blood given up for us.   

Our faith formation has gotten off to a good start.  We are really excited about 
our enrollment which has gone from 81 to 130 this year.  We thank our teachers, 
assistants, small group and table leaders and all those who support us.  Please 
pray that our faith formation continues to be an ever more meaningful and shared 
journey of faith.  Come to participate in our Encounter adult formation that be-
gins November 10th in the gym! 

Regarding our financials, I know that the school closure was difficult for every-
one.  It is never exciting to close a school.  Thankfully, we received a $165,000 
estate gift which we immediately put into our operations.  Even so, we finished 
the fiscal year in our operations needing to borrow $75,000 from Charter Bank in 
Chaska.  It is true that the closing costs for the school including severances for 
teachers was approximately $80,000, meaning that if the school were to have re-
mained open, we would not have needed to borrow.  However, such estate gifts, 
miracles and blessings that they are, are best used for one-time expenses such as 
maintenance or debt relief.  Such use enables us to address ongoing needs that 
put us on solid footing for our future.   

The good news is that we finished out our capital campaign very well.  Our once 
very large balance on our loan from Catholic Finance Corporation today stands at 
about $41,000.   

Our maintenance fund also continues to do well.  Thank you so much for your do-
nations into this fund.  We have managed to save over $55,000 in eleven months!  
Construction on a new friary roof will begin soon. 

We will soon present goals and priorities to the parish and how your financial 
contributions will help to achieve them. Thank you so much for all of your good 
stewardship and may God bless us abundantly in our faithfulness! 

 

 

             Father Tony VanderLoop 
            Pastor 

 

Guardian Angels 

by the Numbers 

2020-2021 

869 Active, Registered 

Households 

35 Baptized into the 

Catholic faith 

31 Received First Holy 

Communion 

21 Confirmed into the 

Catholic faith 

2 Adults received into  

full communion 

6 Marriages celebrated 

23 Funerals held 

$629,890 Regular Con-

tributed Income for 

Operations 

$171,121 Contributed to 

the Capital Campaign 

$35,224 Contributed to 

the Maintenance Fund 

Many volunteers in our 

ministries of liturgy, 

prayer, education, ser-

vice, and parish life 

 

 


