
 Guardian Angels Church and School 215 West Second Street, Chaska, MN 55318 (952) 227-4000  

      January 4, 2021 

Dear Parishioners and Catholic School families, 

As you may have heard at Mass or seen in the parish bulletin, we have been asked by Archbishop Hebda to help 
create a comprehensive pastoral plan for Catholic education in the Chaska and Carver area. 

First, it is important to note that Catholic education encompasses many ministries: Catholic school; children’s faith 
formation; youth ministry; family faith formation and adult faith formation. 

Our goal is to discuss and discern the best way to provide Catholic education in our area, while being good 
stewards of our resources and living out our mission effectively. This discussion and discernment will include 
whether or not we can and ought to continue to operate our parish school beyond this school year. 

To this end, we are holding three town hall-style meetings in different formats on different dates in January to 
engage with as many parish and school community members as possible. We don’t want the pandemic to prevent 
engagement, so we are offering online options for participation, and multiple ways to collect input. We will hold a 
Spanish language session at some point in January. 

Please note that while each meeting is presented via different means, the topics addressed at each meeting will 
be the same. I invite you attend one of these meetings and to share your input during and/or after the meeting by 
using the enclosed town hall input form or by sharing your input via an electronic version of the same form posted 
on the parish website. Below are the meeting dates, times and online or physical locations. 

• January 9 from 1-2:45 p.m. live stream of meeting – you will be able to find this live stream and a 
recording of it later at the same place you find Mass live streams on the parish website 

• January 16 from 1-2:45 p.m. Zoom meeting – you will be able to find a link to this Zoom meeting on 
the parish website, we will also email this Zoom link to Catholic school families  

• January 23 from 1-2:45 p.m. in-person meeting in Saint Francis Hall – we will space tables and chairs 
to allow for safe social distancing and require that masks be worn throughout the meeting 

In addition to using the town hall input form, during the meetings on January 16th and 23rd, you will have the 
opportunity to ask questions and share comments. I encourage you to prepare yourself before attending a 
meeting by reading the following resources. Links to these resources may be found on the parish website. 

• Article by Viviana Sotro, Latino Ministry Coordinator, regarding Latino evangelization and family faith 
formation.  

• Written testimonials by Guardian Angels school students/graduates and parents, faith formation 
students/graduates and parents and Latino family faith formation youth/parents 

If you are not able to access these materials online, please call the parish office at 952-227-4000.  

I ask that you pray for fruitful engagement regarding the important ministry of Catholic education and 
discernment of the best path forward for our community. Please make every effort to join us online or in person 
at a meeting this January! 

May God bless you and I wish you a beautiful Christmas season as we continue to celebrate our Savior’s birth! 

 

Rev. Anthony G. VanderLoop 
Pastor 


